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Amendments to the Claims and Claim Listing 



Please amend claim 51 as rewritten below, and add new claim 55 set forth 

below. 

Claim 51 is currently amended. Claim 55 is new. Claims 1-50 and 52-54 
are as originally filed. This listing of claims will replace all prior versions and 
listings of claims in the application. 
Listing of Claims: 

1 . (Origin^) An infomiation collection defining a body of law stored on a 
computer reacteble medium, the information collection comprising parts of the 
body of law that a)k^red in association with temporal infomiation indicating the 
applicability with-reslpi^^ to time of the respective part of the body of law, the 



collection including a plurality of parts of the body of law that are different 
versions of each other and haVe different temporal information associated 
therewith. 
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J2^, (Original) An information collection defining a body of law stored on a 
computer readable medium comprising parts of the body of law that are stored in 
association with temporal infomnation indicating the applicability with respect to 
time of the respective part of the body of law, and a plurality of topics each 
having associated therewith at least one part of the body of law and including 
infomnation relating to the at least one part of the body of law, at least one of the 
topics having associated therewith a plurality of parts of the body of law that are 
different versions of each other and have different temporal infomiation 
associated therewith. 

3. (Origin^) An information collection stored on a computer readable medium 
comprising unipue units of information defining a body of law, each information 
unit including a part of the body of law and being stored in association with 
temporal information^h^dj^^ the applicability with respect to time of the part of. 
the body of law includeGtrtw^ respective information unit, the information 
collection including a plurality of information units that include different versions 
of the same part of the body of lawsand have different temporal information 
associated therewith. \ 
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/(. (Original) An information collection stored on a computer readable medium 
comprising unique units of information defining a body of law, each information 
unit including a part of the body of law, a plurality of topical units each stored in 
association with at least one Information unit and including information relating to 
the at least one information unit associated therewith, each information unit being 
stored in association with temporal infomnation that indicates the applicability with 
respect to time of the part of the body of law included in that infomnation unit, at 
least one topical unit having associated therewith a plurality of information units 
that each include different versions of the same part of the body of law and have 
different temporal information associated therewith. 

f, (original) An information collection according to claim 4^^, wherein the 
information collection is structured so that a part of the body of law can be 
accessed based at least on the temporal information associated therewith. 

^ t 

^ (Original) An information unit according to claim •3-ef/i. wherein the 
information collection is structured so that an information unit can be accessed 
based at least on the temporal information associated therewith. 

/f . (Original) An information collection according to claim wherein the 

information collection is structured so that an information unit can be accessed 

based at least on the temporal information associated therewith, directly or 

through a topical unit with which that information unit is associated. 
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J^. (Original) An information collection according to ciainrv^^^ whe 
information unit includes the associated temporal information. 

(Original) An information collection according to claim-^^-er ^, wherein each 
infonnation unit and its associated temporal information are linked. 

yf. (Original) An information collection according to c\a\m,^=m 4, wherein each 
information unit comprises a structured document including a part of the body of 
law and its associated temporal information. 

y(. (Original) An information collection according to clainv^r wherein the 
information collection comprises a relational database including records, and 
each information unit and its associated temporal information are included in a 
respective record. 

10 ^ z 

1^. (Original) An information collection according to claim-i^-er^, wherein the 

information collection comprises a plurality of files, each file storing at least one 
information unit and its associated temporal information. 
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^ (Original) An infomnation collection according to claim ^, wherein the 
information collection comprise a plurality of files, each file storing at least one 
topical unit and each information unit associated therewith and its associated 
temporal information. 

it t 
yi, (Original) An infomnation collection according to claim ^, wherein the 

information collection comprise a plurality of files, each file storing at least one 

topical unit and each information unit associated therewith and its associated 

temporal information. 



n 



l^.^^iginal) An information collection according to claim 3, wherein the 
informatj^n-cettection comprises topical units, each topical unit being stored in 
association ^^mPT^t least one information unit and including information relating to 
the at least one information unit associated therewith, the information collection 
being structured so th^t an information unit can be accessed via its associated 
topical unit. 

% \jf. (Original) An infomnation collection according to claim j, ort^, comprising a 
hierarchical anrangement of topical units and associated information units. 

1/7. (Original) An information collection according to claim ^ef-j;6, wherein 
information associated with a topical unit includes temporal information relating to 
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the applicability with respect to time of at least one of the information units 
associated with the respective topical unit. 

% (Original) An information collection according to claim >Kep^, wherein the 

information collection is hierarchically organized as a topic tree having leaf nodes 
representing atomic topical units, and wherein each information unit associated 
with a respective topical unit is associated with the leaf node representing that 
topical unit. 

'3 (Original) An infomnation collection according to claim ^ or-^, comprising at 

least one table of contents (TOG ) associated with the atomic topical units, each 
TOG including a reference to each information unit associated with the respective 
atomic topical unit. 



\1 I ^ 

(Original) A information collection according to claim >P; gf, ^ or>i , wherein 

the temporal information includes a date range. 

|\ pA. (Original) An information collection according to claim 4-or^. wherein the 
temporal infomnation includes a date range, and wherein the information 
collection is stmctured so that a part of the body of law can be accessed based 
at least on a date encompassed by the date range associated with that part of 
the body of law. 
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^ (Original) An infomiation collection according to claim^J^^ wherein the 
temporal information includes a date range, and wherein the infomriation 
collection is structured so that an information unit can be accessed based at least 
on a date encompassed by the date range associated with that information unit. 

28. (Original) An information collection according to claim^^,^^ 4, wherein 
the temporal information comprises a date range including a date on which the 
related part of the body of law is effective, and if that part of the body of law has a 
date of termination, the date range includes the date of termination. 

24. (Original) An information collection according to claim 4ftet^, wherein at 
least one part of the body of law has associated therewith a date on which that 
part of body of law included was adopted. 

25. (Original) An infonriation collection according to clainri^g^^, wh 

least one information unit has associated therewith a date on which the part of 
body of law included in the infomriation unit was adopted. 

(Original) An information collection according to clalm-j (^, jZfo r/K' wherein 
the body of law includes at least one title of the United States Code. 



10 
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27. (Original) An information collection according to claim ^, 2, or 4, wherein 
the body of law includes at least one title of the United States Code of Federal 
Regulations. 

i I 

(Original) An infomriation collection according to claim f; 2,i ox 4, wherein 
the body of law includes at least one title of a codified set of laws of at least one 
state. 

p9. (Original) An infomriation collection comprising stmctured documents 
defining a body of law stored on a computer readable medium, the information 
collection comprising atomic parts of the body of law that are stored in 
association with temporal information indicating the applicability with respect to 
time of a respective atomic part of the body of law, a plurality of atomic parts of 
the body of law being different versions of each other and having different 
temporal information associated therewith, and each atomic part of the body of 
law and its associated temporal information being included in the same 
stmctured document. 

(Original) An infomriation collection comprising structured documents 
defining a body of law stored on a computer readable medium, the information 
collection comprising atomic parts of the body of law that are stored in 
association with temporal information indicating the applicability with respect to 
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time of a respective atomic part of the body of law, each atomic part of the body 
of law and its associated temporal information being included in a separate lower 
level structured document, and at least one higher level structured documents 
including information relating to at least one lower level structured documents 
that is in a hierarchical relationship with a higher level document, a plurality of 
atomic parts of the body of law being different versions of each other and having 
different temporal information associated therewith, at least one higher level 
document having information relating to a plurality of lower level documents that 
each includes a different version of the same atomic part of the body of law and 
the associated temporal infomnation. 



(Original) An information collection comprising structured documents 
defining a common subject stored on a computer readable medium, the 
information collection comprising atomic parts of the common subject that are 
stored in association with temporarinfomiation indicating a state or status with 
respect to time of a respective atomic part of the common subject, each atomic 
part of the common subject and Its associated temporal information being 
included in a separate lower level structured document, and at least one higher 
level structured document including infomnation relating to at least one lower 
level structured document that is in a hierarchical relationship with a higher level 
document, a plurality of atomic parts being different versions of each other and 
having different temporal information associated therewith, at least one higher 
level document having information relating to a plurality of lower level documents 




21 
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that each includes a different version of the same atomic part of the common 
subject and the associated temporal infomnation. 



(Original) An information collection according to claim ^ or wherein at 
least one higher level document includes a table of contents (TOC) including a 
reference to each lower level document associated therewith. 



least one higher level document including a TOC having a reference to at least 
one other higher level document hierarchically related to the at least one higher 
level document in an ancestral/descendant relationship. 



least one higher level document including a TOC having a reference to at least 
one other higher level document and to each lower level document referenced by 
the at least one other higher level document, the at least one higher level 
document being hierarchically related in an ancestral/descendant relationship 
with the at least one other higher level document, and each of the lower level 
documents. 



2f\ 
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(Original) An information collection according to claim ^or comprising 
at least one structured document indicating differences between different 
versions of the same atomic part. 

(Original) An information collection defining a body of law stored on a 
computer readable medium, comprising: 

unique atomic parts of the body of law each stored in association with a 
date range indicating the temporal applicability of that part of the body of law; and 

a table of contents (TOG) having a plurality of headings each of which 
identifies one or more atomic parts of the body of law that are associated 
therewith, at least one heading being associated with a plurality of atomic parts 
that are different versions of each other and have different date ranges 
associated therewith, and each atomic part of the body of law being associated 
with at least one heading. - . - _ _ 

(Original) An information collection according to claim wherein the 
headings have temporal infonmation associated therewith that indicate the 
temporal applicability of each atomic part of the body of law associated therewith. 



^6. (Original) An information collection according to claim wherein the 
information collection provides access to an atomic part of the body of law in 
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response to a request including at least a date encxsmpassed by the date range 
associated with that part. 



Zja. (Original) An infonnation collection according to claim wherein each 
atomic part of the body of law and its associated date range are Included in a 
structured document. 



TOC is included In a structured document having a reference to each other 
structured document having an atomic part of the body of law referenced in a 
heading of that TOC. 

MOriglnal) A system for storing and accessing parts of a body of law having 
associated therewith temporal infomnation indicating the applicability thereof with 
respect to tnq[ie, the system comprising: 

an inform^ion collection stored on a computer readable medium 
comprising parts of the body of law that are stored in association with temporal 
information indicating tne applicability with respect to time of the respective part 
of the body of law, a plurality of parts of the body of law being different versions 
of each other and having different temporal information associated therewith; and 



3^ 
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\ means for accessing a part of the body of law from the infomriation 
collection. 

42. (Original) A system according to claim 41 , comprising means for displaying 
informationsK^cessed from the infomiation collection. 

43. (Original) A system according to claim 41 , wherein the temporal information 
associated with a resoective part of the body of law includes a date range, and 
the means for accessing accesses a part of the body of law in response to at 
least one request including at least a date encompassed by the date range 
associated with that part of the body of law. 

44. (Original) A system according to claim 43, wherein: 

the temporal information associated with a respective part of the body of 
law includes a date range, the date range including a date on which the 
associated part of the body of law is effective, and if the associated part of the 
body of law has a date of termination, the oate range includes the date of 
termination; and \ 

the means for accessing accesses a pari\pf the body of law in response to 
at least one request including at least a date encoVipassed by the date range 
associated with that part of the body of law. \ 

16 
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45. (Original) A system according to claim 42, wherein at least one part of the 
body of law has associated therewith a date on which that part of the body of law 
was adopted. 

(Original) An information storage and retrieval system, comprising: 

a computer system including a computer display device, a computer input 
device and a computer-readable medium, the computer system being coupled to 
access data stored on the computer-readable medium; 

the medium storing uniquely identifiable parts of a body of law in 
association with temporal information indicating the applicability of the respective 
part with respect to time, a plurality of the parts being different versions of each 
other and having different temporal information associated therewith; 

the computer system being programmed to display oh the computer 
display device, in response to input from the computer input device, the identity 
of at least two parts of the body of law that are different versions of each other 
together with temporal information associated therewith, and to display that part 
whose displayed identity is selected with the computer input device. 

(Original) An information storage and retrieval system, comprising: 
a computer system including a computer display device, a computer input 
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device and a computer-readable medium, the computer system being coupled to 
access data stored on the computer-readable medium; 

the medium storing uniquely identifiable parts of a body of law and a table 
of contents (TOC) having headings which describe parts of the body of law. 
wherein each part is associated with temporal information indicating the 
applicability with respect to time of the respective part, a plurality of parts being 
different versions of each other and having different temporal infomriation 
associated therewith; 

the computer being programmed to display on the computer display 
device headings and temporal information; and 

the computer being programmed to display on the computer display 
device a part selected with the computer input device that has temporal 



information associated therewith that encompasses the displayed temporal 
information. 



the information collection of claim/Ti^.^ or 3^ ; 

the computer system being programmed to display on the display device a 
part of the body of law having temporal information that encompasses a date 
forming at least part of a request input to the computer system. 




(Original) An infomnation storage and retrieval system, comprising: 



a computer system including a computer display device; and 
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40. (Original) An information storage and retrieval system, comprising: 



the computer system being programmed to control visibility on the display 
device of the units of the body of law based on whether temporal information 
associated with a respective unit encompasses a date fomning at least part of a 
request input to the computer system. 



computer readable medium using a computer coupled to access the information 
collection, the information collection comprising parts of the body of law that are 
stored in association with temporal information indicating the applicability with 
respect to time of the respective part of the body of law, a plurality of parts of the 
body of law that being different versions of each other and having different 
temporal information associated therewith, the method comprising; 

displaying on a computer display device coupled to the computer dates in 
association with information identifying at least two parts that are different 
versions of each other; and 

displaying on the computer display device that part of the body of law that 
is selected with a computer input device coupled to the computer. 



a computer system including a computer display device; 
the information collection of claim ^ox 4; and 
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(Currently Amended) A method of accessing an information collection 
stored on a computer readable medium using a computer coupled to access the 
information collection, the information collection comprising parts of the body of 
law that are stored in association with temporal information indicating the 
applicability with respect to time of a respective part of the body of law, a plurality 
of parts of the body of law being different versions of each other and having 
different temporal information associated therewith, the method comprising; 

inputting to the computer using a computer input device the identity 
ident i fy of a part of the body of law and a date; and 

in response thereto, the computer causing the computer display device to 
display that part whose identity was input to the computer and which has 
temporal information encompassing the inputted date. 

4^ ^^ Lis 

(Original) A method according to claim ^or wherein the information 
collection includes a table of contents (TOC) having headings with which one or 
more parts of the body of law are associated, each heading being associated 
with temporal infonnation indicating the applicability of parts associated with the 
respective heading, the method comprising: 

displaying on the computer display device a heading and the temporal 
information associated therewith; 

inputting to the computer using a computer input device a selection of 

displayed temporal information associated with a heading; and 

^ 20 
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in response thereto, displaying on the cx)niputer display device the part of 
the body of law in the displayed heading associated with the temporal information 
that is selected using the computer input device. 



(Original) A method of providing the information collection of claim Jlox/ 
comprising: 

associating each information unit with applicable temporal information; 

organizing the information units into topical units at least one of which 
includes the plurality of information units having different versions of the same 
part of the body of law; and 

configuring the information collection to provide, in response to at least 
one request identifying a topical unit and a date, an information unit of the 
identified topical unit having temporal information associated therewith that 
encompasses the date. - - 

(Original) A method of providing the information collection of claim 96, 
comprising: 

associating each part of the body of law with applicable temporal 
information; 

including each part of the body of law and its associated temporal 

information into a lower level structured document; 

21 
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associating applicable lower level structured documents with a higher level 
structured document; 

including in each higher level document infomiation relating to each lower 
level document associated therewith; and 

configuring the information collection to provide, in response to at least 
one request identifying a part of the body of law and a date, a structured 
document including the identified part and temporal information associated 
therewith that encompasses the date. 



55. VNew) A method of providing information from an information collection 
stored orra computer readable medium to a computer coupled to the computer 
readable meoium, the information collection comprising parts of a body of law 
that are stored in association with temporal information indicating the applicability 
with respect to time orthe respective parts of the body of law,_a plurality of the 
parts of the body of law being different versions of each other and having 
different temporal information associated therewith, the method comprising; 

in response to input from thescomputer identifying a part of the body of law 
and a date, the same or another computer causing the computer to display 
information associated with the part whosesjdentity was input and which has 
temporal information encompassing the inputted date. 
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